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Message from the Chairman:  U.S. News & World Report “Best 
Children’s Hospitals” 

-SCOTT T. REEVES, MD, MBA 

It is exciting to read this year’s U.S. News & World Report classification 

for Best Children’s Hospitals and Subspecialties. We have 6 subspecialties 

in the top 50 nationally. Our Pediatric and Pediatric CT Divisions have 

done an outstanding job supporting this growth. I think the letter below 

from Drs. Cole and Cawley summarizes these milestones well. 

“Dear MUSC Family, 

It is a great pleasure to report that MUSC Children’s Hospital has ranked in an 

unprecedented six categories in the annual U.S. News & World Report rankings for the 

“Best Children’s Hospitals” in the nation. In fact, MUSC Children’s Hospital, one of four 

pediatric hospitals in South Carolina, is the only children’s hospital in the state to earn 

national recognition on the current U.S. News & World Report list. The rankings are 

published online at http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/pediatric-rankings.  

This is terrific news! The men and women on our pediatric care teams and everyone on 

our Children’s Hospital staff deserve to share in this achievement. These rankings reflect 

combined, consistent hard work and a tenacious commitment to deliver the best care 

available to every child and family that needs our help.  

The six rankings for MUSC Children’s Hospital are:  

# 20 Cardiology and Heart surgery 

# 22 Nephrology 

# 29 Urology 

# 37 Cancer 

# 39 Gastroenterology and GI surgery 

# 47 Diabetes and Endocrinology  

 

http://www.google.com/url?url=http://4hhr.net/trending-wallpaper/february-pictures/&rct=j&frm=1&q=&esrc=s&sa=U&ei=oGXKVMHZOoe5ggTd1oOYBA&ved=0CCoQ9QEwCg&usg=AFQjCNG9695yg-j7TOBMUMDipeV-WmR-yQ
http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/pediatric-rankings
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Newcomers to the list this year, although known throughout the state for their unparalleled, specialized care, pediatric 

cancer, gastroenterology and GI surgery, diabetes and endocrinology, and urology were recognized for their quality of 

care, strong clinical outcomes and survival rates. Nephrology returned to the list this year after some strong recruit-

ments were made to the program, enhancing the breadth and depth of the quality of care already provided. 

We are proud of our Children’s Hospital care team as this is validation of the great care they deliver every day. This is 

also evidence of the need to build the new MUSC Shawn Jenkins Children’s Hospital, which will be a resource of 

high quality children’s care for South Carolina and the nation.  

The 10th annual rankings highlight the top 50 U.S. hospitals in each of 10 pediatric specialties: cancer, cardiology and 

heart surgery, diabetes and endocrinology, gastroenterology and GI surgery, neonatology, nephrology, neurology and 

neurosurgery, orthopedics, pulmonology, and urology. In the 2016-17 rankings, 78 of the 183 hospitals surveyed were 

ranked in at least one of the 10 specialties.  

The current methodology combines clinical and operational data, results from a reputational survey of board-certified 

pediatric specialists, and supplemental information from resources such as the National Cancer Institute. RTI Interna-

tional collects and analyzes the data for the rankings. The methodology reflects the level and quality of hospital re-

sources directly related to patient care, such as staffing, technology and special services; delivery of health care, such 

as reputation among pediatric specialists, programs that prevent infections and adherence to best practices; and clini-

cal outcomes, such as patient survival, infection rates and complications. Survival rates, adequacy of nurse staffing 

and procedure volume are among the many kinds of information about each ranked hospital that can be viewed on 

http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/pediatric-ranking.  

Congratulations to all those who made these phenomenal results possible and many thanks to all those who serve the 

children and families of our community and state. 

  

David J. Cole, M.D., FACS 

MUSC President 

  

Patrick J. Cawley, M.D., MBA 

MUSC Health CEO and VP for Health Affairs, University  

 

On July 19, 2016, I gave the annual State of the Department address. Last year we accomplished some amazing 

things. If you missed the presentation, it can be accessed via State of the Department Address.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR CONTINUED... 

STATE OF THE DEPARTMENT ADDRESS 

http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals/pediatric-ranking
https://tegr.it/y/1jwdb
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Ebony Hilton Featured in College of Charleston Magazine 
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CATHERINE TOBIN FEATURED IN SAMBA NEWSLETTER 
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CATHERINE TOBIN FEATURED IN SAMBA NEWSLETTER CONT... 



 

The Council on Accreditation for Nurse Anesthesia Educational Programs, referred to as the COA, has set new guidelines for all Anesthesia for 

Nurses (AFN) programs in the United States. In response to a complex and fast-changing health care environment, the rules now call for all 

master’s-level programs to transition to entry-level doctoral programs by 2022.  

For many, disrupting an already well-respected AFN program might seem like an inconvenience, but to Angie Mund, DNP, director of the 

Division of Anesthesia for nurses, it's a great opportunity. “We decided, rather than waiting until 2022, we want MUSC to lead this transition 

and stay ahead of the curve,” she said. “All of our faculty members recognize the value that a doctoral education will bring.” 

MUSC's current 28-month Master of Science in Nurse Anesthesia program will be phased out this year, to be replaced with a 36-month doctor 

of nurse anesthesia practice. It will be the first doctoral AFN program in South Carolina and one of only about 50 in the nation.  

The new entry-level program, which builds on the strength of the soon-to-be-defunct master's program, is for students with a bachelor's degree 

in nursing. “Our master's program focuses on clinical preparation,” Mund explained. “The doctorate will take those master's courses, beef them 

up a little, and then add in additional content on leadership, health policy, business, quality improvement, informatics and research. The new 

doctoral program really builds on the clinical strength of our master's program.” 

MUSC also offers a doctoral program for nurses who already hold a master's degree in the field. Its shorter course of study assumes students 

already are grounded in the clinical skills they'll need to practice anesthesia.   

“Our post-master's completion program has been up and running for over a year,” Mund said. “Our first cohort will graduate in December.” 

Mund said the transition has been in the works for more than a decade. “Nurse anesthesia leaders recognize the challenges in health care and 

understand that we need to make sure we're educating health care professionals, not just clinically, but also so that they understand the 

complexities of health care as a whole. Nurses need to understand business and evidenced-based practice; they need to be able to improve 

patient care by changing policy. They need to have leadership skills. Health care has become really complex. We want to make sure we are 

graduating health care professional who are able to meet those demands.” 

No longer can nurses afford to focus just on their immediate environment, Mund explained. They have to think larger.  

“We need to think beyond the bedside and ask ourselves how we can have an impact on the community, how we can be engaged with policy 

within the hospital,” she said. “Whatever happens at the top of the hospital will impact the patient and vice versa.”  

While two extra semesters may prove challenging for students, both practically and financially, Mund said the program would incorporate 

distance learning and other practices to cut costs and increase convenience.  

“Our applicants realize the value of the doctoral degree, and they are seeking out programs that offer it,” she said. 

The post-master's program currently has five students, and Mund hopes to increase that number to between 10 and 15. The entry-level program 

will admit 25. “That admissions process just opened July 1,” she said. “We're starting to get applications for the program already.”  

Mund hopes that by the time the COA requires all schools to make the transition, MUSC will already be well established in field. “Our students 

are going to be well prepared to apply evidenced-based practice to everything they do, and by that point, our first cohorts will already be 

shaping the future of health care,” she said. “We will also have well-experienced faculty by that time, which should bring in a very strong group 

of applicants. Students are going to want to come into a program that has that kind of experience.” 

Dennis McKenna, a 1992 AFN graduate and currently an assistant adjunct professor in the Department of Health Professions, is one of the new 

program’s first five students and will be part of the cohort graduating in December. “I’m very happy to be part of the inaugural class,” he said. 

“A core value of MUSC is the commitment to lifelong learning. The master’s completion program helps nurses better assess the impact of 

policies and procedures on meeting the needs of our patient population.”  

Mund has high hopes for the program and is pleased with the manner in which the college has approached the change. “This has been a 

deliberate, well-researched process,” she said. “I'm really excited to get going on it.”  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR EXPANDING NURSE ANESTHETIST 

PROGRAM! BY J. RYNE DANIELSON FOR THE CATALYST 



Lowcountry Heart Walk  

Please contact Dr. Carlee Clark or Jackie 

Fisher for more details or to join one of 

our department’s teams! 

1 or 3 mile route options - leashed dogs 

and strollers are welcome! 

Fun activities and heart health education 

for the entire family!  

We have several options available for do-

nations; every dollar counts! Stop by 

Jackie’s office (SEI 302) to buy a Heart 

for $1 or a Heartstring for $10! 

www.lowcountryscheartwalk.org 

 

Congratulations to Jeff Borckardt, PhD, for being appointed to the Somatosensory and Chemosensory System Study 

Section, Center for Scientific Review of NIH! 
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CONGRATULATIONS DR. JEFF BORCKARDT! 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 2016 LOWCOUNTRY HEART WALK! 



Department Celebration & New Resident Welcome 
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Dr. Maria Yared had a little girl, Lilian Mona Fisher 

(6 lbs 1 oz), on June 28, 2016. Both mom and baby 

are doing well. Congratulations, Dr. Yared!  

CONGRATULATIONS DR. MARIA YARED! 



Sam Keane was raised right here in the Charleston area. He graduated from Clemson 

in 2013 and worked for Dixon Hughes Goodman, an accounting firm, for a couple of 

years before deciding to enroll at MUSC. Sam is now a second year medical student, 

and his interests lie in both Anesthesia and Urology. In his free time, Sam is an avid 

golfer, hunter, and college football fan. 
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Our own Chris Heine, M.D. has been leading an effort involving our pediatric anesthesiologists, CRNAs, and nursing 

staff to provide home cooked meals to parents and children staying at the Charleston Ronald McDonald House since 

November 2015. It is a wonderful opportunity to give back. Recently, Dr. Reeves had the opportunity to participate 

along with his wife, Cathy (taking the picture), and son, Townsend. They even got to wear the fancy shoes! If you are 

interested in being a part of a future event, please reach out to Dr. Heine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHARLESTON RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE 

WELCOME THE NEW FAER SUMMER STUDENTS! 

Carmen Manresa was born in Havana, Cuba and moved to Miami, where she resides, 

at the age of 7 with her family. She is completing her fourth year of medical school 

at University of Miami Miller School of Medicine and hopes to go on to an Anesthe-

siology residency. She is excited to be at MUSC for the next 8 weeks conducting 

research with Dr. Clark through the FAER MSARF program and is looking forward 

to getting to know Charleston! Carmen loves going on runs with her Golden Retriev-

er (Dorven), kayaking, hiking, hosting game nights and BBQs, and cooking.  
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“Anesthesia Neurotoxicity Risk 

 in the Pediatric Population ” 

August 9, 2016 

Alison Jeziorski, M.D., Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 

“Pharmacy Ground Rounds” 

August 2, 2016 

Department of Pharmacy                                                                                                                                      

Medical University of South Carolina  

“Physician Wellness & Burnout Prevention”  

August 23, 2016 

Grayce Davis, M.D., Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 

GRAND ROUNDS FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST  

“Morbidity and Mortality Conference”  

August 16, 2016 

George Guldan, M.D., Assistant Professor                

Ryan Gunselman, M.D., Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 

 

 

“Disaster Preparedness”  

August 30, 2016 

Patrick S. Sullivan, M.D., FACS, FASCRS 

Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery 

Emory University School of Medicine 
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DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AND 

PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

Email: fisherja@musc.edu 
Phone: 843-792-7503 

Fax: 843-792-9314 

C HECK  OUT  OUR  W EBSITE  AT :  
HTTP : // WW W . MUS C . EDU/ AN ESTHESIA   

We Would Love to Hear From You! 

If you have ideas or would like to contribute 

I HUNG THE MOON 

Please don’t forget to nominate your co-workers for going ‘Beyond the 

Call of Duty’. I Hung The Moon slips are available at the 3rd floor front 

desk, and may be turned in to Kim Pompey.  Thank you!  

 

Darrell Jenkins, Anesthesia Tech—Picking up many extra hours to help 

out the day shift! Great teamwork! 

Macy Uebelhoer-Belt, Anesthesia Tech—Always doing a great job and 

willing to help wherever needed. Many compliments are always received. 

Great Teamwork!!! 

Kelley Nevill, Anesthesia Tech—Having a very positive attitude and be-

ing a great team player! Great Job!  

 

 

 

 

 

Department Celebration &                                                          

New Resident Welcome, August 20th 

Riley Park  

Lowcountry Heart Walk 

Saturday, Sept 24th 

Liberty Square 

Graduation 2017 

Friday, June 23, 2017 

Founders Hall                                                                           
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Future Events/Lectures 

Intern Lecture Series 

August 11th—Valvular Heart Disease, Instructor 

TBA, ART 4044 

August 25th—Pain, Dr. Nobles, SEI 314 

CA 1 Lecture Series 

August 10th—Fluid Management & Transfusion, 

Dr. Hilton, CSB 429 

August 24th—Nonvolatile Anesthetic Agents, Dr. 

McSwain, CSB 429 

August 31st—Neuromuscular Blocking Agents, 

Dr. Matos, CSB 429 

CA 2/3 Lecture Series 

August 1st—Opioids, Dr. Redding, Moodle 

August 8th—Adrenal Dysfunction PBLD, Dr. 

Sabbagh, Moodle 

August 15th—Respiratory Function in Anesthesia 

PBLD, Dr. Tobin, Moodle 

August 29th—Visiting Professor Lecture—All 

Residents, Dr. Sullivan (Emory), 4:00pm CSB 

429 

Grand Rounds 

August 2nd—Pharmacy Grand Rounds, 

Department of Pharmacy 

August 9th—Anesthesia Neurotoxicity Risk in 

the Pediatric Population, Dr. Jeziorski 

August 16th—Morbidity & Mortality 

Conference, Drs. Guldan and Gunselman 

August 23rd—Physician Wellness & Burnout 

Prevention, Dr. Davis 

August 30th—Disaster Preparedness, Dr. Sullivan 

(Emory) 

 


