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Class of 2025 Graduation— 

My Life got Rough When My Hands 

Got Smooth 

-Scott T. Reeves, MD, MBA 

As we start a new academic year, I want to share my 

graduation address with you. I took inspiration from Matt 

Stell’s recent hit Smooth. 

 

I want to welcome everyone to the 2025 graduation ceremony. This year we will 

celebrate the graduation of seventeen residents, three adult cardiothoracic 

fellows, and one regional anesthesiology fellow. All graduations are special, but 

this class has some unique characteristics. Several of you were in my son, 

Townsend’s medical school class. In addition, you are graduating during the 

200th anniversary of MUSC’s College of Medicine. As such, each of you will be 

receiving a signed copy of Dr. Reves’ book South Carolina’s Indomitable 

College of Medicine.  

 

I would now like to take an opportunity to recognize our graduates. Can you 

please stand; you all deserve a special round of applause. I would also appreciate 

your family (spouses, children and parents) standing. They, too, deserve a round 

of applause. 

 

Tonight, we are celebrating the end of a journey that has included 3 a.m. 

intubations, trauma alerts, heart transplants and OB OPAs. Over the years, I have 

learned to appreciate just how much life tends to track country music songs. 

 

So, while looking for the right words to describe your rollercoaster journey, I 

came across the lyrics of Matt Stell’s recent hit “Smooth:” 

"Now I'm stressed in loafers 'stead of sweating in boots… My life got rough 

when my hands got smooth." 

 

Before you learned to appreciate the power of sugammadex, many of you were 

wearing literal or metaphorical boots as scribes, researchers, college students and 

eventually medical students just trying to survive shelf and STEP exams. Back 

then, the work was hands-on. You were sweating — physically, emotionally, and 

financially. 

Then came match day, and suddenly you are in the OR in loafers… or 

Danskos… or whatever footwear you wear. Over time, your hands got smoother 

– more precise, more trained, more specialized. You learned finesse.  
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Message from the chairman continued 

You traded sweat for stress. The stakes got higher, the mistakes smaller… but more consequential. Be-
cause in anesthesia, smooth hands better be steady. When everything’s going right, nobody notices you. 
But when an airway doesn’t look like the textbook, a vital starts to drift, or drops of blood begin accumu-
lating too fast – suddenly, it’s all on you. Welcome to stress in loafers. 

But life also got rough in new ways. 

Now you are carrying responsibility with every medication, every airway, every decision. It’s not just 
muscle memory — it’s mental chess, played against time, physiology, and occasionally, the EMR. 

Matt Stell’s lyrics continue: 

"Now the daily grind, it never stops / I got an empty soul and a full inbox." 

Your in box is full of requests to complete your EPIC documentation, duty hours reports and a plethora of 
other things. But somehow, through all that — you grew. 

You became the physician who can glance at a monitor and know something’s off before the alarm even 
thinks about beeping. You figured out how to advocate for patients, even when you were exhausted. 

As you finish your time at MUSC, take a moment to thank your nurses and anesthesia techs for pretending 
not to judge you when you asked for help turning on the Bair Hugger… for the third time. 

Thank the faculty for teaching you not just how to think, but when not to panic.  

Thank your co-residents and junior residents for being the people who understood every breakdown, and 
every “Is it Friday?” on a Tuesday 

Finally, thank your families and spouses for the missed birthdays, and holidays.  

Now you head into the next chapter — fellowship, private practice, or attending life. 

The inbox will still be full. The call rooms may or may not be cleaner. But you are different now. 

You are capable and confident. 

You have failed and learned, cried and recovered, lost and grown. And through it all, you showed up. For 
our patients. For each other. 

In conclusion, I, along with the faculty, staff and junior residents want to thank you for these past years. 
Each one of you truly will make a difference in this world. I hope you and your family enjoy the night’s 
celebration. To the class of 2025, good luck and God bless you. 
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Resident and Fellow Graduation 
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Resident and Fellow Graduation 
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Graduation Awards 
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CA 1 Faculty Teacher 
of the year 

Dr. Latha Hebbar 

CA 2/3 Faculty Teacher of 
the year 

Dr. David Carroll 

The 2024-2025 Outstand-
ing Faculty of the Year 

Dr. David Carroll 

The Dr. Laurie Brown 
Resident Teacher of the 
Year Award 

Dr. Jacob Jarecke 

The Dr. John E. Ma-
haffee Resident of the 
Year Award 

Dr. Farris Langley 

The Dr. J.G. Reves Resi-
dent Research Award 

Dr. Richard Uhlenhopp 



 

Meet our 2025-2026 intern class 
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Meet our 2025-2026 intern class 
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Meet our 2025-2026 ca1 class 
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Meet our 2025-2026 ca1 class 
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Meet our 2025-2026 fellows 
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MUSC catalyst news—novel pain treatment gives patient new lease 

on life 

Rosie Skinner was a woman on the move. 
She walked. She hiked. She ran long distanc-
es, even completing half-marathons and mar-
athons. 

Until one day, she couldn’t.  

Skinner had suffered from pain in her lower 
back for decades. In 2021, after moving to 
Moncks Corner from Indiana, Skinner, 76, 
sought the expertise of anesthesiolo-
gist Martin Burke, M.D., an MUSC pain 
management expert.  

For several years, Burke treated her with cor-
tisone injections, medications and radiofre-
quency ablation procedures. Other treatments 
included referrals to physical therapy and 
home exercise programs. 

Nothing worked. The pain had become un-
bearable and was stealing her mobility. “I could barely stand up straight, much less 
walk comfortably,” she said.  

In the summer of 2024, Burke told her about ReActiv8, a unique neurostimulator 
procedure that not only relieves pain but also restores muscle function and im-
proves physical function in patients. He asked her if she would be interested in try-
ing it.  

Skinner didn’t hesitate. 

“I said, ‘Yes, let’s do it.’ I didn’t question him. I trusted Dr. Burke’s judgment and 
was willing to try anything as long as it got rid of my pain.”  

Her procedure was scheduled for that August.  

Burke had just begun using ReActiv8 on his patients whose conditions qualified 
them for the treatment with encouraging results.  

“Improvement has been profound,” Burke said. “This neurostimulator procedure satisfies two key goals: 
pain relief and functional improvement. It is the only treatment we have in our field that can fix the prob-
lem; it’s not just palliative.” 

Burke said the device is unique in that it targets a specific cause of many patients’ low back pain: multifi-
dus muscle dysfunction. The multifidus muscle runs along each side of the lumbar spine and is the key sta-
bilizing muscle in the low back. Trauma, whiplash and strain can affect its function, increasing stress on 
the lumbar spine and often resulting in pain and muscle atrophy.  

“We can see this on an MRI and also tell if the muscle isn't functioning correctly, based on certain physical 
exam maneuvers that we do,” he said.  

ReActiv8, which consists of one battery and two wires and comes with a remote control, is implanted dur-
ing a 45 to 60-minute outpatient procedure. Burke makes a 1-inch-long incision in the middle of the back 
and a 2-inch incision in the patient’s flank, where the battery is inserted under the skin. 

 

ReActiv8 is a neurostimulator that not only relieves pain but also restores 
muscle function and improves physical function.  
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“In recognition of her outstanding support during the integration of 
the NMT module with EPIC. Throughout the integration process in 
the OR, Dr. Bell consistently went above and beyond to ensure its 
success, providing invaluable assistance to the team at every step. 

Dr. Bell’s unwaveringly positive attitude and “can-do” mindset 
made a significant difference during a complex and demanding pro-
cess. Her collaborative spirit and reliability truly exemplify excel-
lence to the team. 

It is a privilege to work alongside Dr. Bell, and I am deeply grateful 
for her professionalism, dedication, and generosity of time and tal-
ent. She is truly deserving of this recognition.” 

The device is activated two weeks later. Patients are instructed to use the device twice daily for 30 minutes 
by putting the control device, which resembles a TV remote, over the battery site. This activates the wires, 
which prompt the muscle to contract, triggering what patients describe as feeling “like a deep massage,” 
Burke said.  

Over a few months, the muscle function begins to return, Burke said. “I’ve implanted hundreds of pain de-
vices, but this neurostimulator procedure is the only one we have in our field that truly is restorative.”  

He is encouraged by long-term results that show significant improvement in patients who are implanted 
with the device.  

“Some of these patients have been in chronic pain for 25 to 40 years. Five-year data show that almost 70% 
of patients had eliminated or reduced their opioid medication, and about 80% had improved significantly to 
a level where they could resume daily activities they previously had been unable to do, whether it’s playing 
golf, participating in other sports or even simple things like standing long enough to make a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich,” he said. 

Implantation is considered permanent, but the device can be removed if needed. The neurostimulator pro-
cedure is not a first-line treatment, Burke said. It is reserved for patients whose pain and dysfunction have 
not responded to physical therapy, medications and, when appropriate, injections and whose conditions 
cannot be corrected surgically.  

Skinner was an ideal candidate. Nearly a year after her implantation, she has resumed her activities.  

“The ReActiv8 is a terrific little instrument, and it completely took away my pain,” she said. “My recovery 
time was so much better than anything I’ve tried, and thanks to Dr. Burke, I’m moving and walking so 
much more.” 

And … she just bought a treadmill.  

Dr. Bell—Faculty of the Quarter 
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MUSC catalyst news—novel pain treatment gives patient new lease 

on life 



 

 

Ryan Campbell, M.D., a PGY-4 in the Department of Anesthesia & 
Perioperative Medicine, has been named Resident of the Month. In 
part, his nominations shared the following:  
 
“Wanted to recognize Ryan Campbell for all he did to help the liver 
team out today! While staring down an indefinite ICU hold for liver 
transplant 3 of 4 in two days, Ryan helped us convince PACU staff 
to let us move our patient out there and volunteered to continue our 
anesthetic himself so that we could get our room turned over and 
onto the next liver. He did it happily and saved us from an extra few 
hours of lost time, and all this was on top of helping out with air-
ways and lines for both livers. It didn’t have to be his problem, and 
It really meant the world to us.”  

Congratulations to Dr. Campbell. Thank you for your dedication and 
helping us change what’s possible for those we serve! 

The Hatters are thrilled to an-
nounce the birth of their daughter 
Charlotte Elise, who joined their 
family on May 8th!  

College of Medicine—resident of the month  
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Congratulations to Dr. Hatter and family! 



Rishi Patel, MD 

Research Corner 
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William Barrett, DO Tara Kelly, MD Amanda Bunnell, MD Toby Steinberg, MD Chris Wolla, MD 

Natalie Barnett, MD 



Rishi Patel, MD 

Michael Scofield, PhD 

Once again, our Pediatric and Congenital Heart Program is recognized as providing exceptional care by 
the Society of Thoracic Surgeons Congenital Heart Surgery Public Reporting! Our overall 4 year ob-
served mortality is 1.45% (STS average 2.66%) and our observed/expected mortality is 0.60 (95% CI: 
0.37, 0.91) – significantly better and 40% less than expected!  Since public reporting began in the spring 
of 2015 the number of programs that have been significantly better than expected has ranged from 6-12 
for any given harvest (out of ~120 programs nationally), with us being one of them every year highlight-
ing our consistency in providing exceptional care! 

In addition to outstanding survival our length of stay is lower than the national average for 8 of 10 
benchmark operations and all 5 STAT Categories! 

Over these 4 years, our annual number of operations have increased every year from 423 (CY2021) to 
540 (CY2024), a 27.6% increase. 

We are transparent in our outcomes and provide public reporting on the 
STS website:  
http://publicreporting.sts.org/chsd 

This is an amazing accomplishment for our talented surgeons, entire 
group here, and our truly amazing statewide team!  Without all your 
contributions this would not be possible.  We should all be very proud. 

Eric M. Graham, MD, FAHA, FACC 

Professor of Pediatrics 

Chief, Pediatric Cardiology 

South Carolina Pediatric and Congenital Heart Program 2024 

Results 

Research Corner 
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Grand rounds—July 2025 

“From Stimulators to Structural Solutions: An An-
esthesiologist’s Guide to Modern Interventional 
Pain Therapies ” 

Chris Mallard, MD, Assistant Professor 

July 1, 2025 

Dept. of Anesthesiology 
University of Kentucky Health Care 

Faculty Meeting 

Scott Reeves, MD, Professor and Chair 

July 22, 2025 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 

TBA 

Eric Schwenk, MD, Professor 

July 8, 2025 

Dept. of Anesthesiology 
Thomas Jefferson University 

“DaVinci Robot and Anesthesia” 

Betts Bishop, RN 

July 15, 2025 

Dept. of Surgery 
Medical University of South Carolina 

TBA 

Anne Maitland, MD, PhD, Associate Professor 

June 23, 2025 

Dept. of Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 



“Lecture Topic TBA ”  
April 23, 2019 

Joseph Abro, MD, Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 
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DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AND 

PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

Email: hameedi@musc.edu 
Phone: 843-792-9369 

Fax: 843-792-9314 
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Holiday Party 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 

Carolina Yacht Club 
 
 

ONE MUSC Strategic Plan 

I HUNG THE MOON 

Please don’t forget to nominate your co-workers for 

going ‘Beyond the Call of Duty.’ I Hung The Moon 

slips are available at the 3rd floor front desk and may 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter:  
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Future Events/Lectures 

CA 1 Lecture Series 

June—independent study for exams 
 

We Would Love to Hear From You! 

If you have ideas or would like to contribute 
 to Sleepy Times, the deadline for the August edition will be  

July 18, 2025.   

 

 

 

https://education.musc.edu/colleges/medicine/departments/anesthesia/clinical-divisions/chronic-pain-clinic
https://web.musc.edu/about/2025-strategy
https://twitter.com/MUSC_Anesthesia
https://www.facebook.com/MUSCAnesthesia/
https://www.instagram.com/musc.anesthesiology/

