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Message from the chairman:  Wisdom from 

Yellow Dog Flyfishing Adventures  

-Scott T. Reeves, MD, MBA 

Recently, I received the 
annual flyfishing travel 
catalog from Yellow Dog 
Flyfishing Adventures. 
Since we all had zero 
opportunity to travel in 
2020, I was excited to 
pursue the 139 pages of 
adventurous travel 
opportunities. I don’t know 
if I am actually ready to 
step on an airplane and go 
across the country let alone 
internationally, but 
dreaming of the 
possibilities was good for 
the soul. 

I was especially touched by 
several of the quotes that I 

came across as I flipped through the pages. Jaime Lyn stated that jobs fill your pockets, 
but adventures fill your soul. I feel like 2020 was spent working for the man as Dewey 
Finn (Jack Black) in the School of Rock would say.  

Many of us probably have a bucket list. My father once told me to create the list early 
in life. Start working on the most difficult physically strenuous items now. Once you 
retire, you may not be able to do some of them. I think this was wise council. Randy 
Komisar stated it equally well when he said, and then there is the most dangerous risk 
of all- the risk of spending your life not doing what you want on the bet you can buy 
yourself the freedom to do it later. 

Now is probably a good time for all of us to plan an adventure. Maybe it is the long 
overdue family vacation or reunion. Maybe it is a trip to the mountains, out West, or 
some other faraway place.  

As Ernest Hemingway once said, every man’s life ends the same way. It is only the 
details of how he lived and how he died that distinguish one man from another. 

https://twitter.com/MUSC_Anesthesia


 

PAGE 2 SLEEPY TIMES 

Research Corner 

Melinda Ishler- I’m originally from State College, Pennsylvania, where I 
worked for Geisinger Health System for 15 years in general surgery as an admin-
istrative assistant.  We relocated to Charleston in January 2018.  I’m from the 
Department of GI Surgery as an administrative assistant.   My husband and I live 
in Summerville and enjoy spending time at the beach and the culture that 
Charleston has to offer. 

Mary Chiappardi- We are so excited to have Mary Chiappardi join our Anes-
thesia team! Mary has decided to rejoin the work force after ten years of being a 
stay at home mom. While raising her two children, JJ (9 y/o) and Alice (8 y/o), 
she completed her B.S. in Biology. Mary will be an administrative assistant, 
writing Friday’s schedules and sending out the Daily Deployment in the morn-
ings. When you walk by the front desk be sure to stop by and say hi! 

 

 

New Administrative Staff 

Myrtede Alfred, PhD 

Kenneth Catchpole, PhD 
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Departmental New Borns! 

Congratulations Dr. Francis!  Ellis Francis Czech was born on January 28, 2021.  He was 7lbs 6oz.   

Congratulations Jenny Ann!  Welcome Mary Eloise Fritz Smoak!  Born January 29th, 2021 at 1:41PM.  
She was born 8 pounds, 4 ounces and 19.75 inches long.   
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Patriotic Employer National Recognition– Pat Britell, MD 

Dr. Reeves recognizing Dr. Pat Britell certificate 
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Remembering Susan Owens, CRNA– AFN Class of 1972 

The Practice of Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography 

Essential Cases translated into Japanese  

Sadly, we announce the passing of a long-time anesthesia provider and former Main CRNA 
Chief. Ms. Susan (Moorer) Owens retired from MUHA in 2006. She passed away in October 
2020. Ms. Owens was a graduate of the Anesthesia for Nurses Program at MUSC Class 1972. 
She completed her nursing education at Mercy Hospital in Charlotte, NC in 1970.  A native of 
the “Holy City”, she was employed by Charleston Memorial Hospital from graduation untill 
the hospital closure in 1996. She transferred her practice to the Main Hospital. She became 
Chief in 1998.  As a clinical instructor she assisted in the formative development of hundreds 
of anesthesia providers who matriculated through County and MUSC.  Always remembered 
as one of the “County Mounties” she helped transition MUSC nurse anesthesia practice. She 
was a conscientious, and thoughtful provider who would always bring a smile to the environ-
ment. She leaves a son Mark Owens a daughter, Shelley Owens Usher and grandchildren, 
Luke Owens and Chandler Usher. 



 

PAGE 6 SLEEPY TIMES 

National Anesthesiologists Week February 1-7, 2021 

I think Carlee summed up all our thoughts as we celebrated National Anesthesiologists Week when she stated: 

I want to send this email to recognize and thank our Anesthesiologists and Residents during National Anesthesiolo-
gists Week.  When people ask me what my favorite thing about my job is, I answer without hesitation “Our Peo-
ple”. During the last 12 months, we have been faced with more challenges than ever and I’ve been amazed and 
thankful for how our faculty and residents have risen to the occasion.  The creativity and teamwork around all 
things COVID in and out of the OR was inspiring.  So, today I thank you and ask that the rest of our team take the 
time to do so as well.  Thank you for the teaching. Thank you for the help with this difficult case. Thank you for 
covering the COVID airways and staffing the COVID unit. Thank you for showing up in the room at just the right 
time. Thank you for being flexible with staffing and helping with breaks. Thank you for helping each other do re-
search and get published.  So much to be thankful for.  



 

PAGE 7 SLEEPY TIMES 

2021 Annual Mandatories 
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An Anti-Anxiety Initiative—The “covid cart” 
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An Anti-Anziety Initiative—The “covid cart” Continued... 
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An Anti-Anziety Initiative—The “covid cart” Continued... 
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ASA Physical Status Classification system  
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ASA Physical Status Classification system Continued...  
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ASA Physical Status Classification system Continued...  
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ASA Physical Status Classification system Continued...  
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Grand rounds– March 2021  

“Does the Graft Matter? A Look at Extended 
Criteria Liver Grafts and Their Impact on the 
Perioperative Period ” 
March 2, 2021 
Ryan Chadha, MD, Anesthesiologist 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 
Mayo Clinic 

“Medically Challenging Cases: Amniotic Fluid 
Embolism & Arterial line fasciotomy” 
March 9, 2021 
Blake Winkles, MD / Michael Marotta, MD 

Drew Boehmer, DO / Joel Sirianni, MD 
Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 
Medical University of South Carolina 

“Updates/Status of Living Donor Liver Trans-
plant” 
March 16, 2021 
Jared White, MD, Associate Professor 

Dept. of Surgery 

Medical University of South Carolina 

“Spinal Cord Ischemia after Aortic Surgery” 
March 23, 2021 

Megan Anders, MD , Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia  
University of Maryland 

“Ruptured Aneurysm” 
March 30, 2021 

Elizabeth Genovese, MD, MS , Assistant Pro-
fessor 

Dept. of Surgery 
Medical University of South Carolina 



“Lecture Topic TBA ”  
April 23, 2019 

Joseph Abro, MD, Assistant Professor 
Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 

PAGE 16 

DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AND 

PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

Email: hiottg@musc.edu 
Phone: 843-792-7503 

Fax: 843-792-9314 

C HECK  OUT  OUR  W E BSIT E  

We Would Love to Hear From You! 

If you have ideas or would like to contribute 
 to Sleepy Times, the deadline for the April edition will be  

March 23, 2021.   
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Future Events/Lectures 

Intern Lecture Series 

3/4/21     Anesthesia for Peds  

3/11/21    Anesthesia for GI Surgery  

3/18/21   Hematologic Disorders  

CA 1 Lecture Series 

3/3/21   Anesthesia for Cardiovascular Surgery  

3/10/21    Obstetric Anesthesia PBL  

3/17/21   Pediatric Anesthesia PBL  

3/24/21   Anesthesia Review/Jeopardy  

CA 2/3 Lecture Series 

Per Rotations 

Grand Rounds 

See Page 15 
 

Holiday Party 
Friday, December 10, 2021 

Carolina Yacht Club 

ONE MUSC Strategic Plan 

I HUNG THE MOON 

Please don’t forget to nominate your co-workers for 

going ‘Beyond the Call of Duty.’ I Hung The Moon 

slips are available at the 3rd floor front desk and may 

be turned in to Tammie Matusik.  
 

Thank you Tammie Matusik for taking the time 
to show me around, introducing me to many 
people, and teaching me my first days on the 
job! - Mary Chiappardi 
 

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter:  

https://www.facebook.com/MUSCAnesthesia/  

https://www.instagram.com/musc.anesthesiology/  
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https://education.musc.edu/colleges/medicine/departments/anesthesia/clinical-divisions/chronic-pain-clinic
https://web.musc.edu/about/2025-strategy
https://twitter.com/MUSC_Anesthesia
https://www.facebook.com/MUSCAnesthesia/
https://www.instagram.com/musc.anesthesiology/

