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Message from the Chairman: We need an ARMY not an 

AUDIENCE  

 

-Scott T. Reeves, MD, MBA 

 

Recently, I heard the expression, we need an Army and not an 

audience, and it got me thinking about our department. Webster 

defines an Army as a “large body of people organized to fight on 

land.” An additional definition is “any large group of people 

organized for a specific cause.” An audience, on the other hand, is 

defined as “a gathering of spectators or listeners.” 

Frequently, I think we all get caught up in being observers and letting the other 

guy take the initiative or do the work. This is especially problematic when there 

are difficult tasks at hand. This month, we will acquire Shawn Jenkins 

Children’s Hospital. As we begin to operationalize this wonderful facility, in 

addition to the West Ashley and East Cooper Campuses over the next several 

months, it is critical that we are all aligned and working together to get the job 

done. All of our teams (faculty, CRNAs, residents, anesthesia techs and staff) 

will be having scouts assigned to do specific reconnaissance activities (day in 

the life, supply management, equipment validation, etc.) almost daily. It is 

critical that we actively participate and communicate with each other in order to 

have a smooth and safe opening day for our patients on October 12. I am sure 

there will be unforeseen challenges, but working together, our Army is more 

than capable of overcoming any obstacle. 

https://twitter.com/MUSC_Anesthesia


Department Hurricane Plan 

 

Click here to view the 
Departmental Hurricane Plan 
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Governor McMaster, elected officials, MUSC leaders, patients, families and donors celebrate 
innovation, teamwork and community support on August 9, 2019. Click here to view the Shawn 

Jenkins Children’s Hospital and Pearl Tourville timeline. 

 

MUSC Shawn Jenkins Children’s Hospital and Pearl Tourville Women’s 

Pavilion dedicated ahead of October grand opening  

https://horseshoe.musc.edu/~/media/files/univ-files/colleges-files/com-files/departments-files/anes-files/clinical-sections-and-protocols/disaster/hurricane.pdf?la=en
https://horseshoe.musc.edu/~/media/files/univ-files/colleges-files/com-files/departments-files/anes-files/clinical-sections-and-protocols/disaster/hurricane.pdf?la=en
https://horseshoe.musc.edu/~/media/files/univ-files/colleges-files/com-files/departments-files/anes-files/clinical-sections-and-protocols/disaster/hurricane.pdf?la=en
https://musckids.org/about-us/sjch


 

Dr. Tod Brown, 
Associate Professor 
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Class of 2023 White Coat Ceremony 

Please congratulate Dr. Tod Brown on his promotion to Associate 

Professor in January 2020! Tod started his career in private practice in 

Florence, SC, after finishing his anesthesia training at Emory University.  

In his 10 years in Florence, Tod practiced in every area of anesthesia 

practice including cardiac anesthesia and chronic pain. In 2000, he joined 

MUSC as part of the Cardiac Anesthesia Team before returning to private 

practice at Roper St. Francis Hospital in Charleston. In 2009, Tod returned 

to MUSC as part of the General Anesthesia Team.  During his career, Tod 

has served as President of the SC Society of Anesthesiologists and has 

served on the MUSC IRB Board. He has been a committee chair in the 

faculty senate.  Tod’s areas of interest are diverse but currently directed 

towards LVADS for non-cardiac anesthesia, airway management, and 

bariatric anesthesia.  He is invigorated by clinical teaching. Currently, Tod 

serves as Division Chief of General Anesthesia.  

Annie Prior and Family (Annie was a 
research assistant in the department)  

Alex Rovner and Family (Alex is the son of 
department faculty member Dr. Michelle Rovner)  

Faculty Promotion 

Emilie McKinnon 
and Family (Emilie 

is the wife of 
department faculty 
member Dr. Jared 

McKinnon)  



 

Dr. Hassid 
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Research Corner 

Dr. Wilson 

Dr. Bridges Dr. McSwain 

Dr. Finley 

Dr. Wolf Dr. Whitener 
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Welcome to the department 

Dr. Jocelyn Kerpelman is thrilled to return to MUSC as an anesthesiologist-intensivist 

after having completed her fellowship in Critical Care Medicine at Columbia 

University Medical Center in Manhattan. She obtained her undergraduate degree from 

University of Virginia and a Master’s from Georgetown University, subsequently 

joining the MUSC family for both medical school and residency training. She is 

excited to return to her home institution, accompanied by her brand new Irish golden-

doodle puppy. Besides puppy-rearing, she enjoys travel, trying new restaurants, and all 

outdoor activities, particularly running, golf and tennis. 

Please welcome Sadira Abu-Arja to the department! Sadira will be working with the 

education office and the administrative staff. She is from Seattle, WA, where she was 

a professional scuba diving instructor for many years. Sadira’s husband started dental 

school at MUSC last month. She has a bachelor’s degree in chemistry and is earning 

her master’s degree in healthcare administration. Sadira loves to dive, hike, travel, and 

read. Sadira and her husband just adopted a dog named Piper and they are enjoying 

exploring all of Charleston’s beautiful beaches and parks!  

Dr. Nicole McCoy is joining the department after completing a pediatric anesthesia 

fellowship through Mayo Clinic and Nemours in Jacksonville, FL.  Initially, Nicole began 

her career as a general pediatrician, completing residency and a chief year at Carolinas 

Medical Center in Charlotte, NC.  She then worked as a pediatric hospitalist in Florida for a 

year prior to starting anesthesia residency at UAB in Birmingham, AL. She enjoyed her time 

at UAB, including serving as chief resident for a 2nd time and completing research in 

pediatric emergence delirium. Completing her fellowship was the last piece of the puzzle, 

putting together perfectly tailored training to become a pediatric anesthesiologist. She is 

joined by her husband, Chad, who works at Ameris Bank. He is thankful they have finally 

settled down and is excited to plant some roots here. She has two children, Davis (6.5 yo) 

and Payton Jane (2.5 yo). Additionally, they have a 12 year old German Shepherd, Belle, 

who has prevailed through all five moves they’ve made in the last nine years! Nicole and 

Chad are excited to explore the amazing culinary scene, as they love to cook and entertain.   

Wanda Jones is returning to the department as the Research Nurse 

Manager. Wanda grew up on Johns Island, SC, and is a graduate of 

MUSC’s nursing program. She has been an employee at MUSC 

since 2000. She has one 28 year old son, Cody, and lives with her 

significant other (Charlie), Bea (the most spoiled dog on the planet) 

and her two horses, Maggie and Storm. Wanda enjoys horseback 

riding, hiking, gardening and traveling.  
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Line labeling 

 

Welcome to the department Continued…  

Dr. Travis Pecha is excited to be joining the MUSC family. He 

finds his way to the Lowcountry from the mountains west. He is 

originally from Wyoming, spending a while in Colorado getting 

his undergraduate degree and playing in the mountains before 

attending medical school at the University of Washington in 

Seattle. Travis did his residency and a fellowship in 

echocardiography at the University of Utah in Salt Lake City. 

After fellowship, he stayed on as faculty at the University of 

Utah. He comes to Charleston with his wife, Phayvanh, who 

works as a pediatric otolaryngologist. Outside of work, Travis 

enjoys rock climbing and endurance sports. He is still trying to 

get used to the humidity.  

Hi Team, 

This is a reminder that IV lines and arterial lines should be labeled as shown in the 

attached pictures with time, date, and initials, particularly if they are set up and not 

used. When found without a label, the lines have to be thrown out because the 

expiration is unknown. This leads to unnecessary waste, and with unnecessary waste, 

we will not be able to have nice things. Thanks for your attention to this matter. 

Robert Harvey, MD 



 
PAGE 7 SLEEPY T IMES 

LowVELO Event 

 



GRAND ROUNDS FOR THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 
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“OB Refresher Course” 

September 10, 2019 

Joel Sirianni, MD, Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine  

Medical University of South Carolina 

“What’s New in OB Anesthesia?”  

September 17, 2019 

Jennifer Matos, MD, Assistant Professor 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 

“Updates in Obstetric Anesthesia” 

September 24, 2019 

Bryan Mahoney, MD, Assistant Professor 

Department of Anesthesiology 

Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 

“Subspecialty Team Meeting ”  

September 3, 2019 

Dept. of Anesthesia & Perioperative Medicine 

Medical University of South Carolina 



“Visiting Professor Topic TBA”  

May 30, 2017 

Craig Jabaley, M.D., Assistant Professor 

Department of Anesthesiology 

Emory University School of Medicine 
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DEPARTMENT OF ANESTHESIA AND 

PERIOPERATIVE MEDICINE 

Email: fisherja@musc.edu 
Phone: 843-792-7503 

Fax: 843-792-9314 

C HECK  OUT  OUR  W EBSITE  

We Would Love to Hear From You! 

If you have ideas or would like to contribute 
 to Sleepy Times, the deadline for the October edition will be  

September 20, 2019.   

I HUNG THE MOON 

Please don’t forget to nominate your co-workers for going ‘Beyond the 

Call of Duty.’ I Hung The Moon slips are available at the 3rd floor 

reception desk and may be turned in to Tammie Matusik.  Thank you!  
 

Dr. Carlee Clark, Jenn Jones, Karen Motley, Kanika Parrish, & 
Stephanie Gibbs: Excellent job during a very difficult intubate/ventilate 
situation. Everyone came quickly and helped to obtain supplies, assist 
with equipment, and administer medication. Thank you! 
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Future Events/Lectures 

Grand Rounds 

September 3—Subspecialty Meeting 

September 10—OB Refresher Course,  

Dr. Sirianni 

September 17—What’s New in OB Anesthesia, 

Dr. Matos 

September 24—Updates in Obstetric Anesthesia, 

Dr. Mahoney, Visiting Lecturer (Icahn School of 

Medicine at Mount Sinai) 

 

Imagine 2020 Strategic Plan 

Save the Date! 
Holiday Party 2019  

Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Carolina Yacht Club 

 

Resident Graduation 
Friday, June 26, 2020 

Founders Hall 
 

https://education.musc.edu/colleges/medicine/departments/anesthesia
http://academicdepartments.musc.edu/musc2020

