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The written examination consists of two documents that are graded by the Student’s 
Dissertation Advisory Committee: (1) a fully referenced literature review, and (2) a research 
proposal based on the Student’s proposed dissertation project. Both documents will be 
submitted to the Student’s Committee at least two weeks before the proposal defense to give 
them adequate time to review. The research proposal is scored by each member of the 
Dissertation Advisory Committee, with an average score of 70% or above required to pass. The 
literature review is scored pass/fail, and a passing grade is required by at least 4 members of 
the Committee. The Committee should provide written feedback to the Student, describing both 
the strengths and weaknesses of each document. 
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