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Research: Student Research Day  2020

Center on Aging   |    musc.edu/aging

2020 Student Research Day Center on Aging Award 
for Excellence in Aging Research

The 2020 Perry V. Halushka Research Day (RD) was 
held virtually on Friday, November 6th. RD is run like 
a major meeting and gives presenters a chance to 
practice delivering oral or poster presentations in a “safe” 
environment.

MUSC RD is open to all undergraduates (high school, 
college), students in all six colleges, postdoctoral fellows, 
clinical fellows and residents, as well as staff scientists and 
research specialists who performed research in the year 
leading up to RD. 

RD is a great opportunity to practice presentation skills 
and receive constructive criticism. Awards are also given 
in special categories including the Center on Aging’s 
award for aging-related research. 

Congratulations to this year’s CoA Award winners: 

1st Prize Poster: Stephanie DiLucia
Tau-spiracy- A developing Mechanism for Cardiac 
Dysfunction

2nd Prize Poster: DeMarcus Woolfork
AGE:RAGE Signaling Pathway as a Target in 
Neuroendocrine Prostate Cancer

1st Prize Presentation: Luke Watson
Brain Microvascular Insulin Receptor Dysfunction may 
Underly Increased Risk for Early Onset Dementia During 
Obesity

2nd Prize Presentation: Bryant Seamon
Revisiting the Concept of Minimal Detectable Change 
for the Activities-Specific Balance Confidence Scale with 
Individuals Post-Stroke



Researchers at MUSC College of Nursing 
are seeking Caregiver volunteers for a research study 
aimed at improving nutrition and quality of life among 
Caregivers and their loved-ones with dementia.

TO LEARN MORE
Ask your in-home care companion to contact the MUSC study coordinator, 
Melissa Butcher, at 843-224-2115 or butcherm@musc.edu, to provide your 
name and contact information.

College of Nursing

Partners at Meals

EACH MONTH FOR SIX MONTHS

Caregivers are asked to:
• Take a before and after photo of three meals

per month (one breakfast meal, one lunch
meal and one dinner meal) and complete a
monthly meal log.

• Attend a brief meeting (15 to 20 minutes) with
your MUSC staff member to answer questions.
This meeting can take place over the phone
or in your home and can be scheduled at your
convenience.

Loved ones will:
• Have a monthly weight check performed by

their MUSC study coordinator.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

• Data collected and analyzed will help us
better understand ways that may improve
future care for individuals with dementia and
resources for caregivers.

• As a participant, you can obtain information
and resources on caregiving for people with
dementia from MUSC experts.

• All collected information is kept confidential.
• Participation is completely voluntary. You can

stop participating in the study at any time.
• No invasive procedures.
• Compensation for your time and effort

will be provided.
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Changing What’s Possible

Founded in 1824 in Charleston, The Medical University of South Carolina is the oldest medical 
school in the South. Today, MUSC continues the tradition of excellence in education, research, 
and patient care. MUSC educates and trains more than 3,000 students and residents, and 
has nearly 13,000 employees, including approximately 1,500 faculty members. 

The Center on Aging is a research, service, and education center at the Medical University 
of South Carolina. The center was approved by the South Carolina Commission on Higher 
Education December 3, 1987, giving it the status of the oldest research center at the University. 

Under the leadership of Interim Director, Dr. Heather Boger, the Center on Aging is committed 
to promoting health, longevity and improving the quality of life for South Carolina’s seniors.
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