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Learning Outcomes
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Introduction to
Juvenile Court

First Established in the
19™ Century

Involvement of Jane
Addams

Children are not
“miniature” adults

Adoption of “parens
patriae”

Expansion in the 20™
Cenftury




Children Are Not Miniature Adults

The teenage brain

Prefrontal cortex
e ad b 1o Thinkieg. reasaning
ko, Mot 'y dawed o ped

Amygdala
RArsgarsi e e emiokens
"..|-: 1 _IT l ....

The 'feeling part’ of the teenage heain develops faster than the ‘thinking part’
making it difficult for them to regulate emotions and follow instructions



Who Ends Up Juvenile Court?




How Do Children

aiver Motion by Jdtate C >
ourts

Statutory Exclusion
Once an Adult, Always an Adult




ils
ver?

Walver is the transfer of a child from
juvenile court to adult court. This means
that a juvenile is freated as an adult for
frial, sentencing, and punishment. They

face harsher sentences as adult
defendants than juveniles do.



Formally
Charged
by Solicitor

Waiver Motion Interviews and
Filed by Solicitor Discovery

Charged by Law
Enforcement

Waiver Hearing




Roper v.
Simmons
(2005)

No Death

Penalty for
Juveniles.

Recent Supreme Court
Decisions

Graham
v. Florida
(2010)

No Life

without Parole
(LWOP) for
Juveniles for
non-homicide
Crimes.

Miller v.
Alabama
(2012)

No Mandatory

Life without
Parole
(LWOP).




What Should Matter Most?




What Should Matter Most?

Developmental Capcacity
Public Safety

Trauma History

Victim's Perspective
Racial Equity

Potential of Rehabilitation

Loading...




What Should Matter Most?

Why Did You What Surprised You
Choose Your About the Poll Results?
Answer?
How Do Trauma How Would Your Role as a
and Adolescent Social Worker Influence
Brain Development How You'd Respond to a
Affect These Youth Facing Transfer to
Adult Couri?

Priorities?



Adolescent Development
in Adult Prison:
A Stunted Trajectory

Identity Formation Becomes Survival Mode
Erikson Meets the Legal System

Cognitive and Emotional Growth is Undermined

Social Development is Distorted

Educational and Vocational Pathways are Disrupted




Why Does This
Matter?

Jordan and Malik are both 15 years old
iving In different counties.

Both are involved in similar crimes but
tried In different courts.

Both experience different life outcomes.




What Might Jordan's
Life Look Like in Adult
Prison?

Exposure to Extireme Violence and Fear

Developmental Stagnation and Mental Health Decline
Lack of Access to Age-Appropriate Programming
Permanent Adult Records and Reeniry Barriers

Regret and Missed Opportunities.




National Statistics

At the turn of the 21st cenfury, it
was estimated that 250,000
children every year were charged
as adults in the United States.

By 2019, that number had
dropped 80% to 53,000.

Figure 1: Youth in adult facilities, 1985-2019
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Table 2: 5tate & Federal Counts of Youth

Under Age 18 in Adult Pnisons (2019)

Table 1: State Counts of Youth Under Age 11
in Jails Mid-Year (2019
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Alternatives to Prison

Specialized
Residential

Specialized
Electronic Juvenile Community-

House Arrest Alternative

Placement

Monitoring Treatment Based Diversion
Courts




Pathways & Pitfalls: Jalen’s Journey




Pathways & Pitfalls: Jalen’s Journey



Pathways & Pitfalls: Jalen’s Journey



Pathways & Pitfalls: Jalen’s Journey



Closing Remarks

Which options reflected a trauma-informed,
developmentally appropriate approach?

How would you feel if Jalen were your child? What would
you hope the system would do?

What systemic barriers showed up in this story?

What can social workers, advocates, or policymakers do
differently?




Questions, Comments, Reflections

| TUVENTLE CourT

Stephanie Hunter: sghunter@mailbox.sc.edu
Kathryn McGrady: mcgradyk@email.sc.edu (

=

Balop

"Court is recessed until the
big hand is on the three."
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