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ACCREDITATION STATEMENT

The Medical University of South Carolina is
accredited by the Accreditation Council for
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to
provide continuing medical education for
physicians.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

CONFERENCE DESCRIPTION

CREDIT DESIGNATION

The Medical University of South Carolina 
designates this live activity for a maximum of 
14.50 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™ and 1.3 
ASHA CEU's. Participants should claim only the 
amount commensurate with their participation.

It is the policy of the Medical University of
South Carolina not to discriminate against any
person on the basis of disabilities. If you feel
you need services or the auxiliary aids
mentioned in this act in order to fully
participate in this continuing medical
education activity, please call the
Department of Otolaryngology at 843-876-
0943 or attach a note to your registration.

In accordance with the ACCME Standards for
Integrity and Independence in Accredited
Continuing Education, anyone involved in
planning or presenting this educational activity
will be required to disclose any financial
relationships with any ineligible companies. An
ineligible company is any entity whose primary
business is producing, marketing, selling,
reselling, or distributing healthcare products
used by or on patients. Any financial
relationships with these ineligible companies
have been mitigated by the MUSC Office of
CME. Speakers who incorporate information
about off-label or investigational use of drugs
or devices will be asked to disclose that
information at the beginning of their
presentation.

The 2024 Cleft/VPD Interactive Conference and
International Symposium on VPD is a
comprehensive two-day course designed to
provide otolaryngologists, plastic surgeons,
speech-language pathologists, and other
healthcare providers with up-to-date clinical and
scientific information to guide their practice in
the management of cleft palate, velopharyngeal
dyfunction, and related health conditions.



Joint Meeting of the Cleft/VPD Interactive Conference & International
Symposium on Velopharyngeal Dysfunction

8:00 a.m. Registration and Breakfast

Opening Remarks
Richard Kirschner and Phayvanh Pecha 

9:00

9:15 Keynote: We Are All In This Together
Ron Strauss

10:00 Interdisciplinary Panel: Team Approaches to VPD
Management and Outcomes Assessment
Adriane Baylis, Catherine de Blacam, Amelia Drake

10:45 Break & Visit Posters

Breakout Session 1
Cleft Lip Repair
Adam Johnson, Richard Kirschner,  Delora Mount, Phayvanh
Pecha
Overcoming Stigma in Patients with Cleft Palate
and VPD
Ron Strauss, Peter Duquette
The Perceptual Speech Evaluation
Kelly Cordero, Adriane Baylis

11:00

11:45 Lunch

Breakout Session 2
Cleft Palate Repair
Richard Kirschner, Raj Petersson, Brianne Roby  
VP Imaging: Nasopharyngoscopy and
Videofluoroscopy Workshop
Caitlin Cummings, Jamie Perry
Alveolar Bone Grafting
Shelly Abramowicz, John Caccamese, Mark Miller

12:45 p.m.

1:30 Break

1:45 Breakout Session 3
Cleft Lip Revision and Rhinoplasty
Larry Hartzell, Laura Hetzler, Krishna Patel
Cleft Feeding 101
Heather McGhee, Melissa Montiel
Management of VPD in Patients with Maxillary
Hypoplasia: Case-Based Problem Solving
Sara Kinter, Mark Miller, Travis Tollefson

2:30 Break

2:45 Top-Rated Oral Platform Papers

3:15 Approach to the Patient with Submucous Palate
Sara Kinter, Greg Pearson, Jim Phillips

Management of VPD in 22q11.2 Deletion
Syndrome
Jill Arganbright, Adriane Baylis, Richard Kirschner

4:15

5:00 Visit Exhibitors & Wine and Cheese Reception

5:15 Optional Simulation Workshops
Mandibular Distraction Simulation
Siva Chinnadurai, Zahrah Taufique
VPD Nasopharyngoscopy Simulation
Caitlin Cummings, Shane Zim

Saturday, November 2, 2024

8:00 a.m. Breakfast

8:25

Keynote: The State of the Art in Surgical
Management of VPD and Outcomes Assessment
Catherine de Blacam 

8:30

Panel: Buccal Myomucosal Flap in Secondary
Surgery
Deb Kacmarynski, Alex Marston, Carolyn Rogers-Vizena

9:15

10:15 Break

Airway, Feeding, and Cleft Management of Infants
with Pierre Robin Sequence
Lauren Leeper, Heather McGhee, Greg Pearson, Andrew
Scott

10:30

Velopharyngeal MRI
Jamie Perry

11:15

11:45 Lunch

12:45 p.m. Breakout Session 4
VPD Surgery Techniques
Richard Kirschner, Lisa Morris, Delora Mount
The Impact of Compensatory Misarticulations on
VPD Management 
Kelly Cordero, Caitlin Cummings
Fistula Repair 
Greg Allen, Greg Pearson, Scott Tatum

1:45 Breakout Session 5
VP MRI Workshop
Jamie Perry
Speech therapy for Compensatory
Misarticulations
Cate Crowley, Melissa Montiel, Stephanie Schank 
VPD Revision Surgery
Noel Jabbour, Patrick Munson, Bob Tibesar

2:30 Break

Diagnosis and Management of Obstructive Sleep
Apnea in Patients Before/After VPD Surgery
Chris Discolo, Dominic Gault, Heather Koehn, David Zopf

2:45

Oral Platform Papers3:45

VPD Management around the World
Ryan Belcher, Cate Crowley, Joseph Lopez

4:15

5:00 Closing Remarks
Krishna Patel, Travis Tollefson

Friday, November 1, 2024

Welcome Remarks
Adriane Baylis, Steve Goudy



CONFERENCE LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

2024 Joint Meeting 
of the Cleft Palate Interactive Conference and 

the International Symposium on VPD

Participants will be able to:   
Utilize the interdisciplinary expertise offered in team environments to optimize cleft 
care.
Critically evaluate the findings in patients with velopharyngeal dysfunction and 
formulate treatment plans. 
Describe the increased complexity when evaluating velopharyngeal dysfunction in 
children who have a 22q11.2 deletion syndrome. 
Discuss the rationale for the different surgical techniques used to repair cleft lip and 
palate. 
Evaluate the speech sound disorders caused by cleft palate and velopharyngeal 
dysfunction



2024 Joint Meeting 
of the Cleft Palate Interactive Conference and 

the International Symposium on VPD

CONFERENCE FACULTY 
(*designates Planning Committee Member)

Shelly Abramowicz, DMD, MPH, FACS
Professor and Director of Research
Section Chief, Pediatric Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, 
Emory University School of Medicine
 
Gregory Allen, MD, FACS, FAAP
Pediatric Otolaryngology 
Children’s Hospital Colorado
 
Jill Arganbright, MD
 Associate Professor 
 Pediatric Otolaryngology 
 Children’s Mercy Hospital Kansas City
 
Adriane Baylis, PhD, CCC-SLP*
Director, VPD Program and Co-Director, 22q Center
Associate Professor-Clinical, Depart of Plastic Surgery
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
 
Ryan Belcher, MD, MPH
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology 
Surgical Co-Director of Vanderbilt Pediatric Thyroid
Nodule and Cancer Program
Vanderbilt Cleft and Craniofacial Program
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital

John Caccamese, MD, DMD
Professor and Vice-Chair in the Department of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgery 
University of Maryland
 
William Carroll, MD
Associate Professor in Pediatric Otolaryngology
Medical University of South Carolina Children's Hospital
 
Siva Chinnadurai, MD, MPH
Professor of Otolaryngology- Head and Neck Surgery 
Children’s Minnesota
 
Catherine de Blacam, MD, FRCSI 
Consultant Plastic Surgeon
Office of Research and Innovation 
St. James Private Clinic, Dublin, Ireland
 

Kelly Nett Cordero, PhD, CCC-SLP
Co-Medical Director
Manager, Rehab Services – Cleft/Craniofacial
Bilingual Speech-Language Pathologist
Phoenix Children’s Center for Cleft and Craniofacial
Care
 
Catherine “Cate” Crowley, CCC-SLP, BCS-CL, MA, JD,
PhD
Professor of Practice of Communication Sciences and
Disorders
Director, Bilingual SLP Extension Institute
Director, LEADERSproject Lab
Teacher’s College, Columbia University
 
Caitlin Cummings, MA, CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathology
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
 
Christopher Discolo, MD
Associate Professor of Otolaryngology - Head & Neck
Surgery
Children's Hospital Colorado
 
Amelia F. Drake, M.D.
 ND Fischer Distinguished Professor of Otolaryngology
 Director, UNC Craniofacial Center
 The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 
Peter Duquette, PhD, ABPP-CN
Pediatric Neuropsychologist
UNC Center for Rehabilitation Care, 
University of North Carolina School of Medicine
 
Dominic B. Gault, M.D., FAASM
Medical Director, Pediatric Sleep Medicine
 Department of Pediatrics
 Prisma Health Children’s Hospital–Upstate
 
Steven Goudy MD, MBA, FACS*
Director of Pediatric Otolaryngology
Vice-Chair of Research
Professor of Otolaryngology
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, Emory University
 



Larry Hartzell, MD
 Professor of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery 
 Arkansas Cleft Team Director
 Pediatric Fellowship Director at Arkansas Children’s
Hospital 
University of Arkansas
 
Laura Hetzler, MD, FACS
Professor of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery
Vice Chair of LSU Department of Otolaryngology
Director, OLOLRMC Cleft Team
Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Health
Louisiana University
 
Noel Jabbour, MD, MS, FACS
 Associate Professor of Otolaryngology
 Vice Chair of Education
 University of Pittsburgh Medical Center
 UPMC Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
 
Adam Johnson MD PhD
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology 
Program Director, Otolaryngology and Head and Neck
Surgery
University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences,
Arkansas Children’s Hospital 
 
Deborah S. F. Kacmarynski, MD, MS 
Paul N. Johnson Associate Professor in Craniofacial
Abnormalities
Pediatric Otolaryngology Clinical Associate Professor 
Co-Director of Cleft and Craniofacial Team 
University of Iowa Hospitals 
 
Sara Kinter, PhD, CCC-SLP
 Assistant Professor in Department of Pediatrics
 University of Washington
Speech-Language Pathologist/ Craniofacial Center
 Principal Investigator/CCHBD
 Seattle Children’s
 
Richard Kirschner, MM, FAAP, FACS*
Chief of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Director of the Cleft Lip and Palate-Craniofacial
Center
Edgar T. Wolfe Foundation Chair in Plastic &
Reconstructive Surgery.
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
 

Heather A. Koehn, MD, MMHC, FAAP
Assistant Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology – Head
and Neck Surgery
Co-Director Cleft and Craniofacial Team
Augusta University | Medical College of Georgia
 
Lauren Leeper, MD, FACS
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 
Dr. Joseph Lopez MD, MBA
Chief, Pediatric Head & Neck Surgery
Clinical Professor, Plastic Surgery
Florida State University School of Medicine
 
Alex Marston, MD
Assistant Professor of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery
& Pediatric Otolaryngology
University of California, Davis Medical Center
 
Heather McGhee, PhD, CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathologist 
Evelyn Trammell Institute for Voice and Swallowing
Medical University of South Carolina 
 
Mark Miller, MD, DMD, FACS
Oral & Maxillofacial Surgery, Pediatric Craniomaxillofacial
Surgery
Associate Dean for Hospital Affairs for the James B.
Edwards College of Dental Medicine
Program Director, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS)
Medical University of South Carolina
 
Melissa Montiel, MS, CCC-SLP*
Co-Director of MUSC Cleft and Craniofacial Team 
Speech-Language Pathologist III
Evelyn Trammell Institute for Voice and Swallowing
Medical University of South Carolina
 
Lisa Morris, MD
Assistant Professor in Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
and Craniofacial Surgery
Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Health
Louisiana University
 
Delora Mount, MD, FAAP, FACS
Professor of Plastic Surgery 
University of North Carolina Chapel Hill



Patrick D. Munson, MD
Pediatric Otolaryngology – Sanford Children’s Hospital
Department Chair Otolaryngology, Sanford Health
University of South Dakota School of Medicine
 
Krishna Patel, MD, PhD*
Co-Director of MUSC Cleft and Craniofacial Team 
Professor & Director of Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery
Medical University of South Carolina
 
Gregory Pearson, MD, FAAP, FACS
Director of the Center for Complex Craniofacial
Disorders 
Associate Professor of Plastic Surgery at The Ohio State
University
Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
 
Phayvanh P. Pecha, MD, MPH*
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology
Medical University of South Carolina Children's Hospital
 
Jaime Perry, PhD, CCC-SLP
Professor in Speech-Language Pathology
Editor in Chief for the Cleft Palate Craniofacial Journal
Director of the Speech Imaging and Visualization
Laboratory
East Carolina University
 
Raj Petersson, MD, MS, FACS
Professor and Section Director of Pediatric
Otolaryngology
Inaugural Medical Director for Ambulatory Surgical
Clinics
Children’s Hospital of Richmond at Virginia
Commonwealth University
 
James Phillips, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology Head
and Neck Surgery
Co-Director Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital Cleft Lip and
Palate Multidisciplinary Team
Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital

 
Brianne Barnett Roby, MD, FACS 
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology 
Children's Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota
 
Carolyn Rogers-Vizena, MD
Department of Plastic and Oral Surgeon at Boston
Children's Hospital 
Assistant Professor of Surgery at Harvard Medical
School

Stephanie Schank, MSP, CCC-SLP
Speech-Language Pathology
Evelyn Trammell Institute for Voice and Swallowing
Medical University of South Carolina
 
Andrew Scott, MD, FACS
Associate Professor of Otolaryngology and Pediatrics,
 Medical director of Cleft and Craniofacial Team, Tufts
Medical Center.
Mass Eye and Ear 
 
Ronald P. Strauss, DMD, PhD
Dr. Claude A. Adams Jr. Distinguished Professor of
Dentistry and Professor of Social Medicine 
Director and Chief Global Officer for ASOD-Global,
Division of Pediatric and Public Health
Dentistry, Adams School of Dentistry (ASOD)
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
 
Scott Tatum, MD 
Professor, Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery 
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Syracuse Facial Plastics
SUNY Upstate Medical University
 
Zahrah Taufique, M.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery
 NYU Grossman School of Medicine
 
Bob Tibesar, MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology Head
and Neck Surgery
Children’s Minnesota
 
Travis T. Tollefson, MD, MPH, FACS*
Professor & Director of Facial Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery
Editor-in-Chief, Facial Plastic Surgery & Aesthetic
Medicine
University of California, Davis Medical Center
 
Shane Zim, MD
Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery
Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center
 
David Zopf, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatric Otolaryngology
Director – UMMS Innovation & Entrepreneur Pathway of
Excellence
Affiliate Professor, Biomedical Engineering 3D Printing
Scaffold Tissue Engineering 
University of Michigan
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