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2023 RSS Lunch & Learn
October 24, 2024

Introduction of CME Staff

Associate Dean of CME Bill Basco, MD

Director of CME Elizabeth Gossen

Business Manager Shirley Maxwell

CME Manager Monica Conetta

CME Manager/RSS Coordinator (MUSC Charleston) Heidi Callahan

CME Manager/RSS Coordinator (RHN & Affiliates) Franny Russell

Administrative Coordinator Stacey Thompson
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RSS Contacts

RSS’s held on MUSC Charleston campus:
Heidi Callahan

callahhe@musc.edu

RSS’s held at RHN's and affiliate locations:
Franny Russell

russellf@musc.edu

Definition of CME

Activities which
 Maintain, develop, or increase

 Knowledge

 Skills

 Professional performance

 Relationships

 Physicians use to provide services to
 Patients

 The public

 The profession

CME Activities must be designed to contribute to 

improving physician practice. 
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What is a Regularly Scheduled Series?

A regularly scheduled series (RSS) is a course 
planned as a series with multiple, ongoing 
sessions, e.g., offered weekly, monthly, or 
quarterly; and is primarily planned by and 
presented to the accredited organization’s 
professional staff. Examples include grand 
rounds, tumor boards, and morbidity and 
mortality conferences. 
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Introduction of Standards for integrity and 
Independence in Accredited Continuing Education

The Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing Education have 
been drafted to be applicable to accredited continuing education across the health 
professions. The Standards are designed to: 

• Ensure that accredited continuing education serves the needs of patients and the public.

• Present learners with only accurate, balanced, scientifically justified recommendations. 

• Assure healthcare professionals and teams that they can trust accredited continuing 
education to help them deliver safe, effective, cost‐effective, compassionate care that is 
based on best practice and evidence. 

• Create a clear, unbridgeable separation between accredited continuing education and 
marketing and sales. 

Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education
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Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education

Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education

Ineligible Companies
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Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education

There are three exceptions to this exclusion—employees of ineligible companies can participate as 
planners or faculty in these specific situations:

a. When the content of the activity is not related to the business lines or products of their 
employer/company. 

b. When the content of the accredited activity is limited to basic science research, such as 
pre‐ clinical research and drug discovery, or the methodologies of research, and they do 
not make care recommendations. 

c. When they are participating as technicians to teach the safe and proper use of medical 
devices, and do not recommend whether or when a device is used. 

Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education

A copy of the standards are included in your folders and online

Standard 1: Ensure Content is Valid

Standard 2: Prevent Commercial Bias and Marketing in Accredited Continuing 
Education

Standard 3: Identify, Mitigate, and Disclose Relevant Financial Relationships

Standard 4: Manage Commercial Support Appropriately (Educational Grants)

Standard 5: Manage Ancillary Activities Offered in Conjunction with Accredited 
Continuing Education (Exhibitors) 
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Standard 3:

**RSS Coordinators are responsible 
for collecting disclosures for their 
activities. **

Disclosure should be completed at 
least one week prior.

Standards for integrity and Independence in 
Accredited Continuing Education
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Standard 3:

The CME Office is responsible for 
determining if the speaker’s 

relationship(s) is relevant and for 
mitigating this relationship. 

What to do… and when

Pre-Activity Planning
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What to do… and when

Pre‐Activity Planning:

1. Verify that speaker and planners complete online disclosure at least one week prior to the 
start of the activity. 

2. Review disclosure and complete roster cover sheet 

3. Was an educational grant received to support this activity? If yes, a LOA is required and the 
LOA has to go through the Symplr system for approval and signature. A fully executed 
agreement is required prior to the start of the activity. The Office of CME needs a copy of 
the fully executed agreement. 

4. Send out flyer/email about upcoming activity. Include the accreditation statement, 
disclosure & disclosure statement, and designation statement. Copy your CME Coordinator 
on this email. The format of the flyer&/or email will need to be pre‐approved by the CME 
Office. 
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What to do… and when

Activity Day

What to do… and when

1. Prior to the start of the activity, launch introduction powerpoint &/or have printed flyer posted with the following 
information: 

A. Date of Activity 
B. Title of Presentation 

C. Speaker’s Name 
D. Objectives 
E. Accreditation statement 
F. Designation statement 
G. Disclosure statement 
H. Disclosure information 
I. If commercial support was received 

This can be done on a flyer or on a powerpoint slide. 

2. Towards the end of the activity, provide the activity code so individuals can register their own attendance.

**NOTE: The activity code is only valid for 7 days**
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What to do… and when

What is the Accreditation Statement?

The Medical University of South Carolina is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for 
Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 
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What is the Designation Statement?

The Medical University of South Carolina designates this live 
activity for a maximum of ___ AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity. 

Please note:  Per the AMA, the AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™ has to be in italics.  

What is the Disclosure Statement? 

In accordance with the ACCME Standards for Integrity and 
Independence in Accredited Continuing Education anyone involved in 
planning or presenting this educational activity will be required to 
disclose any financial relationships with any ineligible companies. An 
ineligible company is any entity whose primary business is producing, 
marketing, selling, reselling, or distributing healthcare products used 
by or on patients. Any financial relationships with these ineligible 
companies have been mitigated by the MUSC Office of CME. 
Speakers who incorporate information about off-label or 
investigational use of drugs or devices will be asked to disclose that 
information at the beginning of their presentation. 
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What to do… and when

Post Activity

What to do… and when

Send a printed copy of the printed roster and checklist 
to the CME Office within 3 business days of the activity. 
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Resources

A RSS resource page has been set up on the CME web page. The QR Code is in your packet. 
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Questions? 
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