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BENEFITS OF AME

• Teaching Portfolio Development: Enhance 
teaching credentials for promotion and tenure

• Peer Observation of Teaching Program: Work 
with mentor to improve teaching effectiveness



Elements in Teaching Portfolio

1. Teaching Philosophy

2. Teaching Activity

3. Advising and Mentoring 

4. Educational Leadership and Administration

5. Curriculum and/or Assessment Development

6. Educational Research and Scholarship

7. Appendix Materials



Teaching Philosophy

• Provide a clear, concise accounting of teaching approach,    
methods and expertise. 

• Why do you teach? 

• What do you teach?

• What is your approach to teaching? 

• How do you assess and improve your teaching?

• Do you utilize innovative teaching methods and tools?



Teaching to me is more than just a recitation of facts or dissemination of knowledge, it's 

about sharing the information by connecting with students on a personal level. My 

philosophy is to approach each class as if I'm telling a story. I ask myself why I'm 

enthusiastic about a particular subject and how I can express to the students that they 

should be as well.  Experience also has taught me that there is no single, tried-and-true 

method for explaining difficult concepts.  While I have found that a PowerPoint 

presentation is a great teaching tool with unique features, in some instances, there are 

more effective ways to reach students and to get your point across.  Whenever possible,

I utilize complementary approaches to explain important concepts or describe the details 

of a dynamic structure from a different perspective.  For example, I incorporate props or 

models into my presentations to help students visualize the information dynamically in 

three-dimensions.  Finally, I believe it is essential to change the tone and tempo of a 

lecture or class by engaging students and making them active participants.  I do this by 

interacting with them during class, utilizing audience response technology to incorporate 

instant quiz questions and providing some comic relief.  My aim is to  be entertaining as 

well as informative so that students do not become bored, or worse yet, lose interest and 

drift off.  Students appreciate and thrive in a dynamic interactive learning environment.

Teaching Philosophy Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Teaching Activity

• Year(s)

• Institution

• Subject or Topics

• Context: lecture, lab, small groups, bedside teaching, etc.

• Type of Learner: medical student, graduate student, resident, 
fellow, college

• Quantity: number of learners, hours per year



Teaching Activity Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Advising and Mentoring

• Year(s)

• Nature of advising/mentoring: academic coach, tutor 
mentor, thesis advisor, training grant

• Type of individuals mentored

• Number for each type

• Outcomes



Advising and Mentoring: Education Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Advising and Mentoring: Research Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Educational Leadership and Administration

• Type of leadership or administrative position

• Title of department, course, committee, program, etc.

• Title or role

• Level: departmental, institutional, national, international

• Year(s)



Educational Leadership and Administration Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Curriculum and/or Assessment Development

• Curriculum or assessment tool

• Class or group size

• Types of Learners

• Site(s) of implementation and date(s)

• Role in development



Curriculum and/or Assessment Development Paul J. McDermott, Ph.D



Educational Research and Scholarship

• Publications

• Abstracts

* Presentations

• Book chapters



Appendix: Other Materials

• Evidence of Teaching Effectiveness

• Student Evaluations

• Teaching Awards

• Professional Development: teaching workshops, 
education conferences, teaching courses

.• Sample of syllabus materials

• Sample assignments and assessments



Questions?
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