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What is Needed for Success as a 
Translational Researcher?
 Protected Time 
 Mentorship 
 Start-up Funds
 Collaboration / Networking
 Access to Core Facilities
 Statistical Expertise
 Study Design Consultation
 Biological Specimens
 Regulatory Help
 Recruitment Help
 Coordinator Time
 Advanced Research Training
 Career Development Support – Institutional K Awards
 Research Review and Feedback
 Grant and Manuscript Writing



Do You Have a Mentor?



Progress with Departmental 
Mentoring Plans

• Each Dept. in COM has a Plan 
• Plans Available on COM – Associate Dean Website

http://academicdepartments.musc.edu/com/fa
culty/dept_mentoring.htm





SCTR Annual Mentor Training Symposium
• Began in 2010
• Half day – Open to all faculty
• Keynote Address 
• Different focus each year:  

– 2020: Mentoring in the Age of Digital Technology
– 2019:  Improving Scholarly Writing Skills
– 2018:  Coaching as a Supplement to Mentoring
– 2017: Professional Communication Skills 

• Oct 29, 2021: Mentoring To Support Better Grant Applications



Tools for Mentors & Mentees Series

Topic Speakers 

NIH Reporter Joann Sullivan

Using Palmetto Profiles to Find Collaborators and 
Mentors and Using EPIC for Research

Jihad Obeid

How to Use an Individual Development Plan to 
Enhance Career Development

Gerard Silvestri

Mentoring Tips from Dr. Dennis Watson, 2015 Peggy 
Schachte Research Mentor Awardee

Denis Watson

Budget Tips for Preparing NIH grants (pre-award, 
administrator perspective)

Debra Siler

Scholarship in Clinical Education Track Eric Rovner

Practical Application Workshop: Professional 
Networking ?

Elaine Krug

** Previous topics and recordings can be found on the SCTR website under 
“Education & Training”.



Institutional K Awards

• BIRCWH –research careers in women’s health 
• CTSA KL2 –translational research training   
• COM K12 –clinical to translational research
• NIDA K-12 – clinician scientists in substance 

abuse  
• HCC K-12 – career development for clinical & 

translational oncology program



Institutional K Awards
• Common elements

– 40-75% minimum time for research
– Research/travel budget
– 2-3 years funding (accelerated trajectory)
– RCR
– Orientation
– K to R club (4th Tuesday of each month at 5pm in BEB 

201)
– Grant writing course
– Mock study sections

• Program-specific elements













Clinical & Translational Research 
Center (CTRC)

• Support clinical and translational research 
projects

• Specialized staff available
• Access to core laboratory, fully-equipped 

outpatient clinic, dental suite, and imaging 
suite 



GRANT WRITING COURSE
• Monday's Sept – Nov; 

1:00–2:30pm 
• Faculty: Brady, 

Chimowitz, Back, McGinty
• Will follow text for first 4 

weeks
– Scholars to review material
– Faculty facilitator

• Weeks 5-9 review 
individual timelines, 
specific aims



GRANT WRITING COURSE
• WEEK 1 – SEPT 14th

– Picking a great idea
– Creating your timeline
– Conceptual overview & 

outline

• WEEK 2 – SEPT 21st

– Training plans & career goals
– Expected outcomes/Potential 

pitfalls
– Summary

• WEEK 3 – SEPT 28th

– Specific Aims
– Significance & Innovation

• WEEK 4 – SEPT 29th

– Literature Review
– Prelim Studies
– Research Design

• WEEKS 5-8 – OCT 12th- NOV 2nd

– Review of Individual abstracts and 
timelines

• WEEKS 9 – NOV 9th

– Updated biosketch format

• Participants:
– Angela Moreland
– Bryan Heckman
– Gregory Sahlem
– Jessica Thaxton
– Colleen Halliday-Boykins

– Open attendance



• Teach core competency in clinical research 
methods 

• Foster development of a sustainable research 
focus 

• Provide participant with the skills to compete 
for extramural support

Master of Science in Clinical   
Research Program (MSCR)



MSCR Program Specifics:

• Part time – 2 years, Full time – 1 year   

• Course examples include ethics, epidemiology, 
biostatistics, design and conduct of clinical trials

• Required item: development of a grant proposal with 
the goal of being ready for submission by the end of 
the MSCR program 



Society of Clinical Research and Translational Early  
Scientists (SOCRATES)

• Faculty Present Research Projects in Front of Peers, 
Senior Researchers, Statisticians (1st and 3rd

Wednesday of each month at 5pm in BEB 201)

• Opportunity to Foster Collaboration Across Multiple 
Subspecialties at MUSC

• Listserv: Research Updates (e.g., grant 
announcements, courses, lectures)
contact: Denise Helton heltoncr@musc.edu







Office of Research 
Development (ORD)

 ORD Alerts
 Research news and funding opportunities

 Grant Writing Help
 OSEP provides grant writing skills (Success 

Center)
 Grant Administrative Support

 ORSP & OGCA provide fundamental 
support



The Writing Center
 Publications 
 Grant writing
 Drop-in help in Library



Library Services
 Good Citations!
 PASCAL Delivers
 Ask a Librarian
 Reference Services
 Document Delivery
 Classes on PubMed, Ovid MEDLINE, 

EndNote, Mobile Devices



Other Resources Including 
Those For Faculty on 
Educational Tracks



Teaching Opportunities in 
Undergraduate Medical Education 

• Classroom Teaching

• Small Group Preceptors

• Mentoring Flex Projects

• Evidence-based Medicine

• Physical Diagnosis (bedside or simulated-based 

teaching)

• Procedures/Clinical Skills

• Communication/Interviewing Skills



Teaching Skills

 Center for Academic Excellence/Writing 
Center

 Apple Tree Society
 Brown Bag Sessions
 Series for Faculty New to Teaching
 Resources



Series for Faculty New to 
Teaching



MUSC COM WEBSITE: https://medicine.musc.edu

AME link is under Faculty Affairs menu

https://medicine.musc.edu/


AME Faculty Development Activities
• Seminars

• Roundtables

• Workshops

• Development of Teaching Portfolio



It’s Easy to Join
Detailed information is posted on the AME Website:
https://medicine.musc.edu/faculty-affairs/academy-of-medical-

educators

• Recent and Upcoming Events (we take requests!)

• Links to Recordings and PPTs

• Current Members

• Materials for Education Portfolio

https://medicine.musc.edu/faculty-affairs/academy-of-medical-educators


Teaching Portfolio

 Teaching Experience & Responsibilities
 Philosophy & Goals
 Teaching Methods & Strategies
 Professional Development 
 Goals & Future Plans



Presentation Support
 Apple Tree Sessions
 Presentation Practice Rooms
 Writing Center
 Additional Resources



More Networking Opportunities
 Faculty Senate
 Interprofessional Institute
 Women Scholars Initiative
 Apple Tree
 Faculty Directory
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